Health  Department. 
Villa  Heal^ 
Conset't . 


Mr,  Chairman^  Ladies  & G-entlemen^ 


The  Interim  Report  of  the  Ivledical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  1946  is  again  satisfacto:- y from  a Statistical 
aspect,  A new  low  record  in  infant  mortality  is  a most 
satisfactory  feature.  There  are  other  improvements  which  v/ill 
be  seen  in  the  figures  provided.  It  v/as  originally  intended  that 
this  would  be  a printed  rejjort.  but  in  viev/  of  the  impending 
changes  in  the  Health  Services  it  will  jjrobably  be  better  to 
hiako  the  1947  report  a printed  one  and  include  matter  omitted 
during  the  war  years  so  thrt  some  permanent  record  remains. 

There  are  groat  changes  impending  in  the  Health 
Services  as  a result  of  the  Rational  Health  Service  Act  1946 j 
which  transfers  certain  functions  previously  exercised  by  the  Urban 
District  Cocuicil,  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  and  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee^  to  nev;  Authorities,  Hov;  these  v;ill  operate  after  the 
appointed  date  wo  do  not  yet  knov;  as  the  nev/  schemes  have  not  yet 
been  received.  One  thing  is  clear,  Parliara.ont  has  endorsed  these 
changes  and  it  remains  to  all  who  are  called  upon  in  any  way  to 
play  any  part  in  the  new  schemes  to  do  their  utmost  to  make  them 
successful,  and  groat  as  has  boon  the  improvement  in  Public 
Health  during  the  last  century,  to  mulcic  still  greater  improvement 
in  the  future. 


Yours  faithfully. 


JOHN  G , WALICER . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CONSETT  TjEBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Interim  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health; 
for  the  Year  1946 » 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area . 
Simimary  of  General  and  Vital  Statistics .. 


Area  in  acres 
Populs.tion  (Census  1931) 

Population  (estimated  by  the  Rep;lstrar<~G-eneral  1946) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books 
at  the  end  of  1946 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
Births  during  1946  - 751  Birthrate 

Deaths  during  1946  « 415  Crude  Deathratc 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  1946 
Tuberculosis  Dcathrate  1946' 

Pulmonary  0*46  Non-pulmonary  - 0^22 

Zymotic  Deathratc  1946 


9^840 

38,046 

36,760 

10,205 
£ 160,333 
£ 600 

20.4 

11  a2 

39.5 

0o68 

oao 


Consett  Urban  District . 

A short  description  of  the  origin  of  the  town,  its  social 
conditions  and  industries  v/as  given  in  the  interim  report  for  the 
year  1945;  to  which  reference  should  bo  made  for  these  details. 

Special  Causes  of  Sickness . 


There  was  an  increase  in  measles  and  whooping  cough  during 
1946.  Scabies ; though  above  the  average  for  this  district,  was  less 
prevalent  than  in  1945.  There  is  no  statistical  evidence  to  shov/ 
that  food  rationj.ng  has  had  any  effect  on  the  health  of  the  population, 
though  it  is  generally  accepted  that  worries  and  difficulties 
associated  with  this  a'^comits  for  some  of  the  signs  of  overstrain  and 
minor  nervous  troubles  which  are  prevalent.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
under  this  heading  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
remarks  in  the  rer)ort  for  1921  ~ 

” Prom,  a public  health  as  v;ell  as  other  points  of  vieviT,  the 
circumstances  of  the  year  were  of-  -an  -uiiprocef-Gntly-  unfavourable 
character.  There  v/as  an  abnormally  large  aanouno  of  sickness  during 
the  year,  largely  from  privation  and  malnutrition.  This  is 
particularly  reflected  in  the  increased  infantile  mortality  rate. 

In  the  first  quarter  the  district  was  visited  by  an  epidemic  of 
influenza  not  so  fatal  as  its  predecessors,  but  with  a very  large 
attack  rate,  and  with  the  additional  deaths  from  pneumonia,  vjas 
responsible  for  14  deaths , In  the  second  quarter  the  unfortunate 
coal  strike  quickly  followed  which  unavoidably  threw  the  v/hole 
population  into  a state  of  unemployment.  The  whole  of  the  steel  works 
and  blastfurnaces  vhich  afford  employment  to  nearly  all  the  people 
were  ^Immediately  closed  down  and  when  the  strike  came  to  an  end  it  was 
found  impossible  to  start  the  works  again.  The  Company  decided  to 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  in  carrying  out  remodelling,  bringing 
up  to  date  and  recons -'cruc ting  the  v/orks , v/hlch  -they  have  contemplated 
for  seme  time,  and  so  v/ere  able  to  provide  partial  employment  for  a 
number  of  men  v/blle  your  Council  also  undertook  certain  road  ViTorks 
and  other  improvements  which  helped  in  the  dilemma.  It  must,  however, 
be  admitted  that  a condition  of  great  suffering  has  been  gone  through 
and  I regret  to  say  that  even  now  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
better  prospect  in  sight,  the  indications  being  that  some  considerable 
time  must  elapse  before  we  can  be  again  equipped  foi*  competitive 
production  and  regain  our  former  condition  of  prosperity’’' . 


vital  S tci ti s ti c s . 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Total  M . P . 


Live 

( Lcgi timate 

720 

391 

329 

Birthi’ate  per  thousand 

BiPuhs 

( Illegitimate 

31 

16 

15 

of  the  estimated 

resident  population 

- 

Totals 

751 

407 

544 

20o2 

Total 

-iL 

P* 

Still 

(Legitimate 

31 

18 

13 

Rate  per  thousand 

Births 

( 1 1 1 eg;i  t ima  t e 

r» 

o 

■1 

-L 

2 

total  births  (j.ivo 

& still) 

34 

19 

15 

43,.*  3 

Deathrate  per  thousand 

Deaths 

froin  all  causes 

415 

252 

165 

of  estimate  resident 

population  11^2 

Deaths 

from  Puerperal  Causes 

Deaths 

Rato  ner  thousand 

ho* 

29  Puerpera^  Sepsis 

0 

(live  & still)  births 

No  * 

30  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

Nil 

Deathrate  of  Infants  imdor  one  year  of  agoj- 


All  infants  per  1_;000  live  iDirtlis  • 39*9 

Loritirnato  Infants  por  Ip 000  logitimatG  births  38 o8 

Illegitimate  infants  por  1^000  illegitimate  births  64.5 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages;  52 

" " Measles  0 

'•  " Whooping  Cough  0 

" Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  4 

Population  estimated  by  the  Rogistrar-G-eneral  ■:':6  36,760 


Population.  The  population  given  by  the  Registrar-General  for  1946 

is  36-76  0,.  This  is  an  increase  of  1^450  over  last  year.  The  figure 

for  the  last  census  v/as  38.046  <. 

0 


939 

1940  1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

420 

37,040  37,04o 

36,210 

35,320 

35,050 

55,310 

36,760 

Births  , Birtiirate  etc  . 


One  of  the  highest  birthrates  for  many  years  v/as  recorded 
during  1946.  The  total  nuneer  of  births  being  751  and  the  rate  being 
20c4  per  1_,000  population;  compared  v/ith  19*1  for  England  and  V^ales^, 
21c 3 for  148  Smaller  Tovms  having  a resident  population  of  25^,000  to 
50^000  and  22,5  for  the  Administrative  County.  The  figues  and  rates 
for  the  last  eight  years  arc  given  belovj  and  the  rates  including  the 
first  great  war  years  1914-1921  are  shovm  for  comparison. 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Births 

Rate 

705 

18r.8 

676 

18*2 

639 

17.2 

671 

18,5 

602 

17.0 

732 

20.8 

694 

19.6 

751 

20e4 

Year 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

Birthrate 

30,9 

24,5 

25,8 

22.4 

22,3 

27,3 

31.1 

31,5 

Deaths.  Deathratc  etc. 


There  have  been  no  violent  changes  in  the  crude  deathrate 
during  the 'war  period  and  much  the  same  occurred  in  the  years  1914-1921 
as  in  1939-1946.  There  ¥/ere  415  deaths  in  Consett  U.D,  during  1946^ 
the  rate  being  11.2  per  1,000  population  compared  with  11.5  for  England 
and  Vifales,  11.7  for  148  Smaller  To-'.ms  and  11.8  for  the  Administrative 
County. 


Year  1939  1940  1941  1942  1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Deaths  453  469  409  433  432 

434 

435 

415 

Deatlirate  12.1  12.6  11#0  11.9  12.2 

12,0 

12.3 

11.2 

Year  1914  1^15  1916  lOT?  1^18 

i919 

1920 

1921 

Deathrate  19.2  17.9  17.9  17.7  19.2 

18.3 

14.6 

16.1 

Causes  of  Death  in  Consett  Urban  District  1946. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Male  s 

Females 

All 

causes i - 

252 

163 

1. 

Typhoid  and  para-typhoid  fevers 

mm 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

- 

mm 

3. 

Scarlet  fever 

mm 

mm 

4. 

Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

5. 

Diphtheria 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

9 

8 

7o 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

5 

3 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

mm 

mm 

9, 

Influenza 

1 

3 

10. 

Measles 

mm 

mm 

11. 

Acute  polio-myelitis  & polio-encephalitis 

mm 

m. 

12. 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

mm 

» 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity) 

4 

'*  " uterus  ) 

m. 

8 

14. 

” ” stomach  & duodenum 

6 

3 

15. 

" breast 

mm 

2 

16. 

" all  other  sites 

19 

10 

17. 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

18. 

Inter-cranial  vasular  lesions 

27 

26 

19. 

Heart  disease 

67 

29 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

12 

8 

21. 

Bronchitis 

10 

3 

22. 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

So  0 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

8 

4 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

1 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

3 

1 

26. 

Appendici tis 

mn 

» 

27. 

Other  digesti^ye  diseases 

1 

3 

28. 

Uephritis 

12 

2 

29. 

Puerperal  & post-abortion  sepsis 

mm 

•*4 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

- 

mm 

31. 

Er  ema  tur  e b i r th 

4 

3 

32. 

Congenital  malformity,  birth  inj'uries  etc. 

6 

4 

33. 

Suicide 

3 

1 

34, 

Road  traffic  accidnts 

4 

mm 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

7 

2 

36  . 

All  other  causes 

39 

34 

Zymotic  Deathrate. 


There  were  only  4 deaths  during  the  year  from  one  of  the  seven 
principal  Infectious  diseases  (4  diarrhoea)  which  is  s.  very 


satisfactory  state  of  affairs,  v/hen  one  considers  tlio  lii.p^li  sy  ;-  •ic 
deatiiratos  that  used  to  prevail  in  earlier  years.  For  oxar.;p''..  j .lie- 
rate  for  1921  was  eighteen  times  greater  than  the  rate  for  l,d.:G 
Six  cases  of  diphtheria  died  out  of  a total  of  25  notified,  in 
addition  to  v/hich  vie  had  6 deaths  from  whooping  cough  and  id  trim 
diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) . 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Z7/motic 

Beathrate 

0.40 

0,21 

0,11 

0.24 

0.14 

0.00 

0,08 

0„10 

Year 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

ZA/motic 

Beathrate 

4.37 

3.00 

2.10 

1.11 

? 

1,11 

1.48 

1»80 

Maternal  Mortality. 


It  is  again  pleasing  to  recall  that  there  were  no  deaths 
under  this  heading  during  1946.  The  follov/ing  table  gives  the 
number  of  dearths  and  the  rates  for  the  last  eight  years  §- 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Booths  from 
Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

/A 

0 

Beaths  from  other 

PueD.-’peral  Causes 

1 

2 

5 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Totals 

2 

2 

^ 5 

2 

1 

rb 

C, 

0 

0 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  births 

2.68 

2.87 

7,55 

2.80 

1.50 

1,30 

0 

0 

Infant  Mortality.  Rate . 


This  v/as  39  per  1,000  births  and  establishes  a new  low 
record  for  your  area.  Study  of  the  following  table  v/hich  gives  in 
round  figures  the  rates  over  two  eight  year  periods,  v/hich  are  to 
some  extent  comparable,  will  give  some  idea  of  the  enormous 
Improvements  effected  in  these  rates  during  the  last  32  years.  The 
following  table  gives  the  infant  mortality  rates  during  the  two  war 
periods  in  round  figures !- 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Rdte  per 

1,000  births 

72 

59 

66 

59 

46 

43 

49. 

39 

Year 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

Rate  per 

1,000  births 

192 

118 

no 

100 

131 

81 

? 

143 

Still  Births. 


There  v/ere  34  still  births  during  1946,  31  legitimate  and 
3 illegitimate.  This  gives  a relatively  high  rate  of  0.92  per  1^*000 
population  compared  with  0.59  for  148  Smaller  Tov/ns  and  0,53  for 
England  and  Wales.  Expressing  this  rate  per  1,000  population  as  is 
the  custom  of  the  Registrar-General  is  probably  the  best 'means  of 
comparing  "Live"  and  "Still"  births,  but  expressed  per  1,000  total 
births  gives  a better  guide  to  the  trend.  Both  these  rates  are  shown 
in  the  following  table. 


1 Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

^Total  Number 

36 

21 

23 

36 

34 

31 

27 

34 

jRate  per  1,000 
, population 
iRate  per  1,000 

0,96 

0,56 

0,62 

0,99 

0,96 

0,88 

0.76 

0.92 

total  births 

48.5 

30,1 

34.7 

50.9 

53.4 

40,6 

37.4 

43.3 

, General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  John  G.  Walker,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P,, 

D.P.H. 

Offices  and  duties!-  Whole time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  joint  areas  of  the  Consett  Urban  and  Manchester  Rural 
District  Councils  in  accordance  with  the  Memorandum  on  the 
duties  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Officers 
Order  1935 . 

(b)  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector!-  P.  Stringf ellow . 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  for  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I,  for  Meat  & Pood  Inspectors, 

(c)  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector s ! - 

H.  Walton,  Certificate  of  S.I.B,  and  Meat  Certificate. 

W.  Telford,  " " ” " " " 

(d)  Shops  Inspector!-  R.  P.  Jope . 

(e)  Clerical  Staff!-  Chief  Clerk  - Miss  P.E'.  Barrow. 

Clerk  - W,  A.  Roberts. 

Junior  Clerk  - (temporary)  Miss  M,  Martin. 

( f ) Rodent  Officer ! - W . L . Armstrong . 

(g)  Home  Visitors  (Scabies  etc.)  Miss  E.A.  Pickering,  Miss  R.  Ma\7Son. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Vi^ater  Supply. 


Two  samples  of  water  from  the  public  mains  were  subjected 
to  bacteriological  analysis,  the  results  being  as  follows !- 


Siemen  Street, 
Blackhill . 


Taylor’s  terrace, 
Consett . 


Plate  Count. 

at  37°C 

2 days 
incubation 

Colonies  per  ml. 

at  20O-22^C 

3 days 

Incubation 
Colonies  per  ml. 

Presumptive 
Conform 
Count . 

2 

60 

0 

Ba.cteriologically  this  is  a satisfactory  sample 

i of  ¥/ater.  j 

1 

1 

30 

0 

Bacteriologically  this  is  a satisfactory  sample 

of  water . I 


The  supply  is  controlled  by  the  D-urham  County  Water  Board 
and  was  smple  during  the  year.  The  main  reservoirs  are  outside 
your  Council's  area.  No  special  examination  has  been  made  with 
regard  to  plumbo  solvent  action  and  no  case  of  contamination  by  lead 
has  over  been  noted.  Wherever  the  supply  pipe  from  the  v^ater  main  to 
the  drawer  off  tap  of  a dvirelling  house  exceeds  30  feet  the  Water  Board 
require  the  {)ro vision  of  cooper  lined  pine. 


Apart  from  somo  21  liousds  with  60  occupants  the  v/holc  of 
the  Council  is  area  is  provided  with  a public  Wciter  supply^  the  old 
stand  pipe  system  being  completely  eliminated*  The  supply  to  the 

West  View  area  of  Mepomsley  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the  provision 
of  a now  length  of  6 inch  main  through  Villa  Real  to  tho  Hat  and 
Feather  ..district  o 

Rrain.agc  and  Sewerage  u 

The  disposal  works  at  Ebchester^  Pont,,  Crookhall  and  Knitsley 
have  worked  satisfactorily*  The  usual  maintenance  work  and  nocessary 
cleansing  of . tanks  has  boon  carried' out ^ br.t  there  have  been  no 
extensions  to  v/orks , On  account  of  building  development  in  tho 
Knitsley  area  the  provision  of  a net/  disposal  works  is  unde:-r 
ccnsideratioiir,  Some  defective  walls  at  Knitsley  Works  wore  rebuilt  * 

The  sower  from  East  Lav/  passing  tlirough  the  V/ostwood  Farm  has  been 
roconstructod  and  the  6"  sower  from  Bradley  Cottages  to  Pont  Works 
has  been  relaid  with- 9''  pipes,  ^ number  of  new  manlioles  have  been 
provided  whore  necessary  a' nd  the  9"  sev/er  at  the  Wag, on  Way^,  Leadgate, 
was  thoroughly  cleansed  following  blockage.  Prior  to  occupation  of 
Shotloy  Hall  as  a Dr  a Barnados  Home  for  Boys  the  whole  of  the 
drainage  v/as  connected  up  to  a new  sewer  laid  through  the  grounds  and 
connected  to  the  Council ^s  main  sev/or  in  Shotle'y  Spa, 

Closet  Acc omsTioda t i on 

Six  privies  v/ere  converted  to  water  closets  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  there  were  approximately  a thousand  of  the  privy  midden  and 
ash  closet  typjo  still  in  use  in  youi’  Council's  area,.  These  are 
naturally  the  source  of  endless  complaints  and  I am  pleased  to  report 
that  a scheme  is  now  in  hand  for  their  rapid  reductiono  Progress  has 
been  made  in  the  Allendale  Cottages  area  where  somo  300  yards  of  new., 
9”  sewer  has  been  laid  and  the  necessary  water  mains  provided. 
Preliminary  v/ork  is  being  done  for  further  conversions  at  Derwent 
Cottages  and  tho  Oardon  Terrace  area  of  Leadgate Details  of  tho 
various  types  of  closet  existing  in  the  area  are  as  follov/s5« 

Tefal  number  of  water  closets  9^955 

” ash  closets  601 

" ” ” ashnit  privies  483 

Public  Clean s in gj. 

Tills  v/ork  is  carried  out  mainly  by  direct  laboijir  but  cleansing 
work  is  still  done  by  private  contractors  in  several  parts  of  the  area. 
This  arrangement  is  not  satisfactory  as  there  is  a lack  of  control  of 
private  work  and  complaints  a re  often  received  of  irregular  visits. 

At  present  it  is  difficult  to  arrange  for  sufficient  nev/  vehicles  in 
order  to  cover  the  v/hole  area,  but  this  v/ould  yotj  definitely  increase 
the  efficiency  of  tho  service.  Somo  17  refuse  tips  are  in  use  and 
infestation  by  rats  has  been  not.ud  in  only  four  cases,  all  being  of 
a minor  nature  and  extermination  v/ork  by  poisoning  is  carried  out  at 
intervals , 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area, 

The  follov/ing  table  sets  out  pa'rticulars  of  work  done  under  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Actss« 


Informal 

Formal  Notices 

Nuisances , 
abated  after 

Notice 

Notices . 

by  order  of 

Local  Authority 

Foul  Conditions 

9 

^ 9 

Structural  Defects 

341 

1 

268 

Overcrowding 

26 

5 

Dairies  & Mi Iks hops 

1 

1 

Cowsheds 

11 

11 

Bakehouses 

1 

1 

Slaughter  Houses 

1 

i. 

Ashpits  CO  Privies 

164 

2 

152 

Deposits  of  Refuse  & Manure 

25 

25 

Vifater  Closets 

46 

44 

Drainage  I-'’’aults 

98 

95 

Pigsties 

2 

2 

Animals  Improperly/  Kept 

2 

2 

Other  Nuisances 

29 

29 

756 

3 

645 

P3?ocautions  ap:ainst  Infectious  Disoaso . 


Lots  of  infectious  bedding  stovcd  or  destroyed 
Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 
Schools  " " - ” 


5 

57 

Nil 


Factories  Act,  1957 o 

Sixtytwo  inspections  wore  made  of  various  factories  in  the 
area  and  in  11  cases . informal  notices  v/ere  served  on  the  owners  to 
remed3r  defects^  details  being  as  follows 


Cleansing  of  walls  and  ceilings  1 
No  thermometer  provided  1 
Drainage  defects  2 
Yifater  closet  defects  5 
Accumulations  of  refuse  2 


In  one  factory  there  is  no  intervening  ventilated  space 
provided  between  the  closet  acco:L)jTiOdation  and  the  factory^  and  in 
another  case  some  reconstruction  work  is  necessary  before  the  premises 
can  be  used  a s a Bakery-,  This  v/ork  is  not  yet  completed. 

S hep  3 Act,  1954. 


Under  this  Act  316  inspections  were  made  and  in  a number  of 
cases  defects  were  remedied  and  improvements  carried  out  as  indicated 
below As  in  other  branches  of  work  in  v/hich  building  is  involved 
little  has  been  done  in  the  past  six  years,  and  as  labour  and  material 
become  m-ore  readily  available,  it  is  hoped  to  put  in  hand  various 
necessary  Improvements,  particularly  those  dealing  v/ith  the  health 
and  comfort  of  shop  workers. 


Extra  water  closets  provided  3 
Defective  water  closets  repaired  5 
General  repair  and  cleansing  2 
Accumulations  of  refuse  3 
Drainage  faults  remedied  7 
Additional  wash  hand  basins  5 


Shops  Acts,  1912  1936.  Young  Persons  (EmploTpnent ) Act.  1958 . 

The  Inspector  under  the  above  Acts  resumed  his  duties  in 
the  administration  of  the  Acts  in  February.  It  was  found  that  the 
earlier  closing  hours  of  shops  during  the' period  of  hostilities  wore 
still  operaca  ng  In  a larp;e  majority  of  cases.  The  main  shopping 
centres  are  closing  from  5.50  p.m,  to  6 p,m.  throughout  the  v^eek. 


Those  earlier  closing  hours  reflect;  on  the  hours  worked  by  assistants 
The  anur oximato  number  of  hours  worked  by  young  persons  in  you:?  area 
is  44,  Every  trader  has  been  visited  and  particulars  taken  of  the 
nujaber  of  assistants  employed  and  at  the  same  time  the  premises  ViTore 
inspected.  The  provisions  of  the  Acts  concerning  them  and  of  tho 
statutory  notices  to  ensure  that  the  terms  of  tho  Acts  were  carried 
out  wore  dealt  v/ith.  Five  hundred  and  eip^htytwo  return  visits  wore 
made  a nd  a number  of  those  wore  in  tho  evening.  There  were  514 
promises  liable  for  inspection*  This  number  includes  private  houses 
from  ¥7hich  retail  business  is  carried  on.  The  followinp^  table 
indicates  that  there  arc  285  premises  in  which  assistants  are 
employed  and  922  persons  employed  in  those  premises  of  which  206  are 
under  18  years  and  159  under  the  ago  of  16  years.  Three  traders 
were  cautioned  in  respect  of  v/ or  king  assistants  on  their  half-holiday 
two  were  cautioned  for  working  young  persons  after  stipulated  hours. 
In  tv;o  instances  traders  were  cautioned  for  v/orking  assistants  on  a 
Sunday/  without  ooraploting  tho  register  of  employment.  One  caution 
v/as  issued  for  non-observance  of  Section  11  of  Shops  (Sunday  Trading 
Restriction)  Act_y  1936.  Three  traders  wo  re  cautioned  for  selling 
goods  after  closing  ho-urs  and  numerous  traders  were  warned  for  not 
displaying  the  Statutory  Noticos.  There  are  48  shops  open  for 
the  sale  of  goods  on  a Sunday#  The  groat  majority  of  which  close 
between  12  noon  and  1 p,m«  Several  cases  were  observed  of  traders 
selling  prohibited  goods  and  tho  persons  concerned  v/ere  cautioned. 

Tho  undermentioned  Orders  are  in  operation  in  your  aroa;- 

1,  Tho  Consott  Butchers  and  Pork  Butchers  Half-Holiday  Closing 
Order . 

2#  The  Consett  V^eokly  Half-Holiday  Order  in  respect  of?- 

Boot  & Shoe  Dealers,  Clothier,  Draper,  Milliner,  Hosier,  Mercer, 
Furniture  Dealer,  Glass,  China,  Hardware  Dealer,  Ironmonger, 
Grocer  & Provision  Dealer,  Jeweller,  Pawnbroker,  Piano  & Wireless 
Dealer,  Cycle  Dealer,  Stationer,  Fancy  Goods  Dealer,  Wallpaper 
& Paint  Dealer,  Lending  Library,  Seed  & Corn  Merchants. 

3.  The  Shotley  Bridge  Weekly  Half --Holiday  Suspension  Order. 

4.  The  Shotley  Bridge  Closing  Order  No#  1 (Shop  Sunday  Trading 
Restriction  Act,  1936. 

5.  The  Shotley  Bridge  Closing  Order  No®  2 (Shop  Sunday  Trading 
Restriction  Act,  1936. 

The  Council  exercised  their  powers  under  Section  *7  (2)  of 
the  1928  Act  and  suspended  the  Closing  Hours  on  six  da^^s  in  the  year. 
During  the  period  of  ’’'Winter  Closing  Hours”  extension  was  granted  to 
hairdressers  to  remain  open  until  6,30  pnmo  on  days  other  than  tho 
late  day.  The  Cinemas  in  your  area  took  advantage  of  Section 

8 of  Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938  and  elected  that  all  young 
persons  employed  should  come  under  the  Shops  Act*  The  hours  of 
closing  of  the  market  v/ore given  special  attention  and  the  rep^ulations 
enforced. 


i 

1 

Number 

N-umber  of  Pens 

ons  Employed. 

No,  of 

' of 

Male  • 

Female • 

Premises  where 

1 

Premises 

.Over 

18 

Under 

18 

Under 

16 

Over 

18 

Under 

18 

Under 

16 

•Assistants  are 
Employed. 

Auctioneers 

1 3 

j 

Boot  & Shoe  Dealers 

i 10 

3 

5 

4 

2 

7 

Butchers  & Pork 
Butchers 

33 

i 30 

1 

15 

9 

10 

1 2 

1 5 

i 

31 

Bakers,  Caterers, 
Confectioners . 

61 

1 

45 

21 

i 

1 

29 

Chemists  & Druv^'ists 

7 

4 

3 

13 

3 

I S 

6 

1 

Clothiers,  Drapers, 
Milliners . 

42 

19 

3 

54 

28 

21 

i 33 

Coal  Dealers 

16 

15 

8 

] 

j 

14 

Pish  Dealers 

9 

7 

2 

I 

1 

2 

Pried  Pish  Dealers 

19 

3 

1 

14 

3 

11 

16 

Pruiterers,  Plorists 

18 

3 

4 

8 

12 

3 

11 

Purniture  Dealers 

5 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Grocers  co  Provision 
Dealers 

75 

107 

14 

33 

103 

48 

39 

54 

General  Dealers 

32 

2 

21 

6 

7 

Hardvmre  Dealers  & 
Ironmongers 

11 

9 

2 

1 

9 

1 

5 

Hairdressers 

39 

4 

11 

9 

3 

12 

Hosiers  & Mercery 

3 

1 

5 

2 

Jewellers  & 

Pavmbroker  s 

7 

3 

1 

j 

4 

Licensed  Victuallers 

60 

5 

14 

3 

i 

18 

Motor  Engineering, 
Cycle  k Wireless 
Dealers 

12 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

i 

1 

2 1 

1 

i 

i 

I 

10 

Newsagents , Stationers 
k Pancy  Dealers 

12 

' 

1 

1 

1 

4 ! 

1 

1 

3 

11 

Tobacconists  i 

2 ! 

1 

] 

1 i 

2 : 

3 

2 

Wallpaper  k Paint  i 

Dealers 

4 ! 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

3 1 

i 

1 i 

i 

i 

1 

! 

2 

Miscellaneous  Trades 

34  ' 

2 i 

i 

2 i 

! 

11 

7 I 

4 

8 

i 

514  ' 

213  i 

46  : 

' ' ■ i 

1 

52  .1 

344  i 

. . , 1 

160  ' 

107  ■ 

285 

Visits  Made  - 514 
Return  Visits  - 582 
Total  Number  of  - 922 
Assistants  Employed 

Schools • 


No  school  was  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease. 

Pood  kitchens  have  been  erected  at  Medomsley,  Consett  and  Hamsterley 

in  connection  virith  the  provision  of  mid-day  meals  and  they  appear 

to  be  highly  successful  and  ;jreatly  appreciated. 

" \ 

Housing . 


At  the  31st,  December,  1946,  there  were  68  houses  erected 
and  let.  After  the  lon^  period  of  war  conditions  this  progress. 


although  not  spectacular^,  is  encouraging  and  chov/s  that  at  long 
last  houses  for  families  in  desperate  need  are  actually  in 
production  once  agaiiio  Cf  the  houses  indicated  aeove  the  Council 
provided  58  and  private  enterprise  10 « Your  Council  has 


-.1 


lifficultios  are 
In  mining  areas 
vlthout  doubt  every 


. L -'ll 

difficultj,  but 

in  the  area  has  boon  cons.-dei-od  in  all  its  aspects <, 
seme  35  .‘lariiilies  toon  possession  of  tho  Miners  Hostel 

^ a- 


concentrated  on  this  important  work  but  delays 
inevitable  as  tho  demand  for  houses  is  national 
such  as  curs  tho  lai.d  problem  is  difficult, 
possible  site 
During  the  year 

at  Loadgate_^  these  ezvonsive  promises  being  at  tl.o  time  vacant.  The 
people  coneerned  nere  all  young  mari'ied  cauples  ‘with  one  or  two 
children,)  Fortunately  the  premises  v/ere  •''f  nev/  construction  and 
amply  provided  with  pubj.ic  v/ater  s-i.ppl^/  n,nd  olcset  accommodation  and 
baths  on  an  extensive  scale,  the  main  dofoct  being  the  question  of 
heatings  This  has  seen  overcome  by  the  provision  of  individual  stoves 
in  tho  vrrious  huts  and  other  parts  occupied ,,  Tne  Sick  Bay  is  kept 
vacant  and  used  only  for  maternit}/  or  other  needs  as  required®  At 
present  53  separate  families  are  still  in  occupotion,) 


Jouncil  Housing  Schemes 


Hojnsterley  Colliery® 

28  Temnerarv  orof abricated  houses  erected  and  lot 


2J 


ti 


?! 


in  course  of  erection , 


21  Traditional  2 Bedroom  Bungalov/s  in  course  of  erection. 
Gontra.ct  let  for  erection  of  a further  20  traditional  houses. 


Delves . 


18  Traditional  2 Bedroom  Houses  erected  and  lett. 

Q !f  3 ■' 

o ?:  ^ ! ?!  ?!  ?;  !i 

2 Tt  5 ''  *' 

Further  68  traditional  houses  nearing  completior 
Layout  approved  for  93  temporary  houses  ?. 


Pont  Head 3 Loadgate . 


Contract  le  i:  for  43  traditional  houses  44  of  which  are  in 
c our s e of  erection , 


ehes  ter , 


houses  in  course  oi 


v.on 


Medomsley s 

Preparatory  ’work  'woil  i'\  hand  for  tho  erection  of  12  houses 
for  a.ged  persons  and  rx  i aether  73  l'.ei:L;30S  5 all  traditional. 

Blackhill  ... 

Richard  Murray  Hospitav  _ E s tt .. 

Ls.yout  approved  for  the  eiAjction  of  150  traditional  houses. 
66  BcIoSoPh  houses  in  Gourn>.)  of  erection. 

Fv.rther  66  B.I;-S,F,  houses  to  be  orectodo 

Blackhill ^ 

Gutler  s_  IlalA 

Preparatory  v/ork  ir,  hand  foi-  the  provision  of  20  traditional 
hous  e s and  90  B d j 3 F . houses. 

Moorside  No  > 1 Site,„ 

Preparatory  work  v/oj.l  advanced  for  the  provision  of  26 
traditional  houses  and  68  B.I.S.F.  houses . 


Moorside  NOo  2 Slte« 


Initial  work  of  layout  and  surveying  in  hand  for  an  extensive 
housing  site. 

Other  Sites, 


The  possibility  of  using  further  land  for  housing  is  under 
consideration  for  areas  at  Knitsley  Station,  Stanef ordham, 
Dale  Avenue,  Delves  Lane  and  Leadgate* 

Private  Enternrise, 


15  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  by  private  builders o 
Housing  Act,  1956, 


Number  of  separate  tenements  in  respect  of  which  Nil 

Closing  Orders  virere  made. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  v/hich  Demolition  Nil 

Orders  were  made. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  the  owners  have 

given  undertakings  not  to  use  the  houses  for  himian  Nil 

habitation . 

Number  of  houses  actually  demolished,  13 

Number  of  separate  tenements  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  v/ere  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  3 

having  been  rendered  fit. 


Again  housing  repair  work  has  had  to  be  cut  to  the  minimum 
to  prevent  the  diversion  of  labour  and  materials  from  the  erection 
of  new  houses.  Much  work  is  required  to  bring  many  houses  up  to  a 
reasonable  standard  of  fitness.  The  13  houses  demolished  vifero  dealt 
with  under  Clearance  Orders  and  as  Individually  Unfit  Houses  some 
years  ago.  The  3 houses  rendered  fit  were  completed  from  5 houses 
which  were  standing  closed.  In  another  case  an  unfit  house  was 
made  fit  by  the  owner  after  notice  by  your  Council, 

Overcrowding, 


In  accordance  with  Section  58  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  a 
record  is  kept  of  all  families  found  to  be  living  in  overcrov/dod 
conditions  « 

Nev\r  cases  discovered  - Families  grown  to  overcrowding  23 

Cases  abated  - by  removal  to  Council  houses  5 

Total  families  on  overcrov/ding  list  103 

This  figure  of  103  gives  no  real  picture  of  the  actual 
overcrowding  position  and  it  is  evident  great  numbers  are  living  in 
rooms  and  under  other  unsatisfactory  conditions.  Pathetic  appeals 
for  assistance  are  being  constantly  received,  appeals  to  v/hich  there 
is  at  the  moment  no  adequate  reply. 

Milk  Supply, 


Premises  registered  under  the  Milk  & Dairies  Orders  have 
been  regularly  inspected  and  a total  of  150  visits  made.  The 
curtailment  of  building  work  has  prevented  major  works  to  cowsheds 
and  dairies.  Minor  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  one  or 
two  buildings.  The  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme  continues  to 
function  and  their  representative  is  sampling  all  producer-retailers 
milk  at  regular  intervals.  The  wholesalers  milk  is  sampled  similar 1 
at  the  Collecting  Depots,  In  these  circumstances  no  routine 
sampling  has  been  done  during  the  year,  but  tv/o  samples  were  taken 
where  the  farmer  wished  to  become  an  Accredited  Producer,  In  each 
case  the  results  v/ere  satisfactory.  Details  of  the  licences  and 
registrations  in  force  are  as  set  out  below. 


Number  of  Cowkeepers  56 
Number  of  Farms  registered  as  Dairies  56 
Other  registered  Dairies  23 
V/holesale  Producers  only  20 
Retail  Purveyors  in  the  area  60 
Retail  Purveyors  from  outside  area  11 
Accredited  Producers  18 
Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  5 
Pasteurised  Milk  - Dealers  Licences  2 
Pasteurised  Milk  - Supplementary  Licence  1 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  - Supplementary  Licence  1 


Meat  and  Other  P’oods« 


Slaughter  of  animals  continued  throughout  the  year  in  the 
main  private  slaughter  house  taken  over  by  the  Government  for  the 
purpose,  a smaller  private  place  being  used  for  the  slaughter 
of  pigs  and  occasional  casualties.  In  previous  reports  reference 
has  been  made  to  the  lack  of  accommodation  and  facilities  for 
carrying  out  the  work  on  proper  hy"ienic  lines  and  it  would  be 
advisable  to  cease  the  present  method  of  Central  Slaughter  as  soon 
as  circumstances  permit  and  until  a modern  abattoir  etc,  is 
available.  During  the  year  your  Council  passed  a resolution 

dealing  v/ith  the  slaughter  of  sheep,  ewes,  v/ethers,  rams  and  lambs 
by  means  of  a mechanically  operated  instrimient  in  proper  repair, 
and  up  to  the  time  of  ¥/riting  this  report  the  use  of  the  humane 
killer  has  proved  a great  advance  over  the  former  method  and  no 
difficulties  of  any  kind  have  been  encountered. 

Following  examination  of  carcases  etc,  the  meat  is 
distributed  to  46  Butchers  (35  in  the  Consett  Urban  Area  and  11 
in  the  Lanchester  Rural  Area) , Details  of  the  various  typos  of 
animals  slaughtered  are  as  follows s- 


Bulls 

55 

Bullocks 

355 

Cov;s 

605 

Heifers 

1,107 

Calves 

1,011 

Pigs 

73 

Sheep 

9,266 

Total  12,472 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries  (Animal  Division) 

sent  in  3 cows  for  slaughter  and  examination  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order,  1938,  and  in  addition  362  animals  classed  as  casualties  were 
brought  in  from  various  areas  as  follows j- 


Bulls 

15 

Bullocks 

26 

Cows 

133 

Heifers 

27 

Calves 

48 

Pigs 

22 

Sheep 

91 

Total  362 


This  gives  a total  of  12,834  animals  slaughtered  during  the 
year,  and  the  number  of  carcases  and  various  organs  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  are  as  set  out  in  the  attached  list. 

Imported  Meat, 


Apart  from  home  killed  animals  considerable  imported  meat 
v/as  distributed  to  the  trade  as  indicated  below;- 


CONSETT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Total  Carcases,  etc.,  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year  1946 


j 

1 

1 

j 

CARCASES  ETC. 

Ox  Lungs 

Ox  Hearts 

LIVERS 

HEADS 

PLUCKS 

Beast 

Calves 

Sheep 

i 

j 

O 

Sheep 

X 

o 

pL) 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis  

71  + 
26ars. 

1 

1 

427 

28 

27 

161 

3 

Johnes  Disease  

3 

Actinomycosis  

4 

Pyaemia  

2 

Pneumonia  

1 

1 

- 

Pleurisy  & Peritonitis  . . 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  

4B3^ 

Mastitis  

Septic  Conditions  

16 

3 

7 

1 

Oedema  & Emaciation 

22 

1 

4 

9 

Dead,  Moribund,  Imperfect 
Bleeding  

2 

"I 

'7  ' ' 

Parasites  

13 

54 

Immaturity  

.'5 

Decomposition  

1 

Traumatism  

lqr.+ 

6231bs. 

ISlbs. 

2 + 
731bs. 

741bs. 

Fatty  Infiltration  

5 

5 

1 

Abscesses  

301bs. 

301bs. 

2 i 

2 

2 

Enteritis  

1 

TOTALS  

\ 

116  + 
27qrs. 
6531bs. 

17  + 
ISlbs. 

26  + 
1031bs 

2 + 
741bs. 

429 

28 

517 

15 

167 

3 

59 

1 

Cows’  Udders 


• «• 


»<j  i''f 


*■ 


t 

I 


Quarterns  cf  Beef 

4,071 

Sheerj  & Lcmbs 

22,384 

Cases  Pork  Loins 

81 

Bags  Pork 

582 

Hog  Sides-- 

770 

Veal  Sides 

66 

6 lbs  Tins  Corned  Beef 

58,788 

On  examination  the  following  v/ono  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  on  a.ccount  of  decomposition  and  bone  taint:- 

3 Frozen  Lambs 
118  IbSc  Frozen  Beef 
1,.4^'0  lbs Corned  Beef 

Other  Foodstuffs, 

The  following  articles  of  food  at  retail  shops ^ warehouses,  etc* 
were  found  to  be  unsound,  unwholesome  or  so  damaged  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumptions- 

Tinned  Goods s Various  Foods* 


1,407 

Tins 

Milk 

1,792 

lbs  e 

Plums 

205 

If 

Fish 

672 

II 

Apples 

119 

il 

Vegetables 

217 

If 

Minced  Meat 

86 

I? 

Meat 

100 

II 

Steamed  Pudding 

37 

V. 

Meat  & Vegetables 

70 

II 

Dates 

25 

u 

Tomatoes 

48 

II 

Kippers 

22 

u 

Soup 

29 

II 

Sugar 

21 

I? 

Pickled  Vegetables 

26 

I! 

Soyaghetti 

10 

n 

Marmalade 

18 

II 

Split  Peas 

8 

r? 

Syrup 

7 

II 

Potted  Meat 

5 

r? 

Frui  t 

7 

tl 

Polony 

4 

il 

Pudding 

7 

ir 

Black  Pudding 

4 

?I 

Meat  Paste 

4 

II 

Rolled  Oats 

4 

f( 

Mac  ar  oni 

138 

Eggs 

56 

Meat 

Pics 

42 

Tea 

Cakes 

18 

Loaves  of  Bread 

Bottled  Goods  * 

62 

Jars 

Jam 

17  Bottles  Sauce 
6 Jars  Pickles 

Unsound  f cods juf f s returned  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  through 
trade  channels  in  accordance  v/ith  Circular  2886  (November,  1943) 


324 

lbs  4 

Bacon 

55 

II 

Cheese 

50 

II 

Butter 

22 

II 

Margarine 

Private  Slaughterings 

67  Pigs  slaughtered  for  private  use  were  examined  in  various 
parts  of  the  area,i 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938» 

A total  of  251  visits  were  made  to  premises  in  connection 
with  this  Act,  chiefly  v/here  meat  products  are  used*  There  are 
8 premises  registered  for  the  production  of  Ice  Cream  and  these 
have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  21  samples  were  taken  in  an 
endeavour  to  get  production  on  to  good  lines*  The  premises  are 
well  kept  and  in  t'wo  cases'  building  improvements  have  been  carried 
out«  5 new  registrations  were  approved,  four  in  respect  of  the 

sale  of  Ice  Cream  and  one  for  the  manufacture  of  meat  products s 


Rats  & Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919, 

In  connection  with  this  work  734  visits  v/ere  made  including 
the  supervision  of  v/ork  done  at  Council  properties  and  on  privately 
occupied  premises.  Regular  supervision  of  Council  properties 
has  been  maintained  and  in  addition  to  treatment  of  sewers  extensive 
\7ork  v;as  done  at  Crookhall,  Pont,  Westvrood  and  Salem  Sewage  Risncsal 
V/orks  and  at  Crookhall  and  Pell  Farm  Refuse  Tips  , The  reduction 
of  rat  life,  particularly  at  the  heavily  infested  works  at 
Grooldiall  and  Pont,  has  been  most  striking  and  Zinc  Phosrjhido  has 
been  used  Y/ith  very  successful  results.  Routine  inspections 

have  been  made  of  private  premises,  special  attention  being  directed 
to  food  shops,  warehouses  and  bakeries.  Altogether  29  treatments 
wore  undertaken.  Occupiers  are  usually  anxious  to  rid  their  premises 
of  rats  and  in  the  older  buildings  it  was  in  some  cases  neoe3sar7/ 
to  carry  out  rat  proofing  v/ork, 

A sewer  maintenance  treatment  v/as  completed  in  accordance 
with  Ministry  of  Pood  Circular  N,S,  No,  11,  Approximately  300 
manholes  were  pre~baited  and  poison  laid  and  some  lengths  of  sawer 
previously  known  to  have  been  infested  v/ere  test  baited  and  found 
to  be  clear  of  rats.  Your  Council  agreed  to  carry  out  the 
requirements  of  Circular  N,S,  12  on  an  approved  scheme  v/hereby 
the  Ministry  of  Pood  will  give  considerable  financial  assistance  to 
Y/ork  done  in  connection  with  private  dwellings®  This  work  involves 
a visit  to  practically  every  building  in  the  area  and  for  the 
purpose  the  district  has  been  divided  up  into  25  sectors..-  This 
scheme  is  now  in  hand  and  one  sector  has  been  completed » 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases® 

Excluding  tuberculosis,  403  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases  Yvere  received  during  1946  compared  v/ith  243  in  the  previous 
year.  Measles  and  v/hooping  cough  accounted  for  326  cases  of  the 
403,  Whilst  the  total  is  higher  it  still  compares  very 
favourably  with  the  total  of  1,586  cases  notified  as  recently  as 
1940,  The  follov/lng  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  and 
the  numbers  admitted,  either  to  an  isolation  hospital  or  already 
in  an  institution. 


1 

Disease, 

Number  of 
Notifications , 

Number  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

i Scarlet  Fever 

41 

33 

; Diphtheria 

14 

13 

j Erysipelas 

6 

1 Pneumonia 

20 

3 

! Measles 

218 

0 

'Mho oping  Cough 

108 

2 

[ Corebro  Soinal  Fever 

1 

0 

1 Malaria 

1 

0 

i Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

0 

i 

■ Totals 

403 

51 

Apart  from  an  exceptional  case  of  malaria  there  v/as  nothing 
of  special  importance  v/ith  regard  to  these  cases. 

The  case  of  malaria  was  of  interest  because  it  occurred  as 
a result  of  a blood  transfusion  in  a young  v/oman  of  19  years  of  age, 
who  had  been  treated  for  anaemia.  After  admission  to  the  Piele 
Convalescent  Home  her  temperature  and  rigors  were  suggestive  of 
malaria  but  no  obvious  source  of  infection  could  be  found,  A blood 
examination  however  shov/cd  the  infection  to  be  due  to  quarton  malaria 
and  the  blood  donor  was  traced  and  this  was  found  to  be  source  of 
the  infection. 

Diphtheria , 

There  were  14  cases  notified  during  1946,  None  of  these 
cases  had  been  previously  immunised  against  diphtheria.  No  deaths 


occuT'red.  from  diphtheria^  which  for  the  third  year  in  succession 
constitutes  a record  for  your  area.  The  iollov/ing;  table  gives  the 
cases  and  deaths  for  the  last  twenty  years  in  the  area  now 
constituting  Gonsett  Urban  District;- 


Year . 

Cases  Notified 
(Resident  population) 

Deaths . 

1927 

95 

9 ' 

1928 

129 

11 

1929 

140 

6 

1930 

141 

5 

1931 

49 

2 

1932 

60 

2 

1933 

183 

11 

1934 

234 

16 

1935 

150 

15 

1936 

164 

16 

1937 

180 

15 

1938 

154 

14 

1939 

73 

11 

1940 

10 

3 

1941 

10 

1 

1942 

13 

2 

1943 

22 

2 

1944 

27 

0 

1945 

13 

0 

1946 

14 

Dlphtheria  Immunisation  Campaign, 


The  year's  work  has  been  very  satisfactory  and  the 
adjusted  figures  at  the  end  of  1946  v/ore?- 

Children  under  5 years  who  had  received  2 doses  of  AoPoTsi  -1. 510  - 48,5^ 
over  5 and  under  15  -do-  -do-  4. ,779  - 77  o 9% 

Reinforcing  doses  were  given  to  220  children  during  1946c 

Tuberculosis « 


The  number  of  new  notifications  during  1946  was  47 ..  The 
nosltion  is  shown  in  the  follov/ing  table,  'which  gives  the 
notifications  etc,  since  1938§- 


Year 

j 

\ 

1 

1 

J 

Total 

Notif- 

icat- 

ions 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Deaths 

Recovered 

Removed 
from  : 

Area 

1 

1 

i 1938 

49 

23 

26 

27 

13 

6 

i 1939 

49 

35 

14 

23 

... 

4 

; 1940 

39 

25 

14 

13 

10 

6 

‘ 1941 

39 

26 

13 

18 

10 

7 

i 1942 

39 

17 

22 

12 

4 

7 

1 1943 

43 

31 

12 

24 

3 

8 

1 1944 

77 

45 

32 

18 

5 

^ 1 

j 1945 

54 

34 

20 

28 

19 

4 i 

I 1946 

47 

33 

14 

17 

9 

5 : 

' Totals 

436 

269 

167 

180 

73 

1 

49  i 

The  state  of  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  1938  was  99 
pulmonary  and  85  non-pulmonary  cases,  at  the  end  of  1946  the 
corresponding  figures  were  204  and  157, 

The  housing  of  tubercular  families  has  received  considerable 
attention  in  your  district  for  many  years,  and  v/hilst  'war  conditions 
have  slov;ed  up  the  process  of  rehousing,  owing  to  the  cessation  of 
building,  a number  of  families  in  bad  circumstances  have  been  ^,.ealt 


with  ani  the  liousirxg  Depar’bment  provided  with  a list  of  suitable 
cases  for  rehousing  as  circumstances  permit#  Thirteen  families 
were  sc  dealt  v/ith  in  1946. 

Tuhei’ c o sis  De athrate  . 

This  v/as  higher  during  1946  than  in  1945 ^ 0o68  per  IjOOO 
Dopuio.tiovi  compared  with  0s48,  The  rate  for  the  Administrative 
County  v;as  Ciioi.  Tne  rates  for  the  last  eight  years  are  shown 
in  the  following  table s- 


! Year , 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1 

Tuberculosis 

0 j66 

0o43 

0.51 

0.58 

0.67 

0x79 

o 

o 

CD 

0.68 

; D oath-rate. 

1 Pulmonary 

0,61 

0#30 

0 a41 

0:,34 

0 o61 

0^51 

0*39 

0 o46 

! Non-nulmcnary 

0.,05 

0.13 

OclO 

0.24 

0s06 

0.28 

0.09 

0*22 

S c ab 1 e s and  Inf e s t 

ation-; 

There  v/as 

a decrease  i 

n the 

number 

of  cases  coming  to  our 

notice  during  1946 

^ 248  cases  and 

194  contacts 

J X 9 0 6 

, 442 

persons 

v/ere  treated  compared  with  533  in  1945  e The  number  of  families 
involved  was  77  compared  with  92  in  the  previous  year#  There  were 
a further  43  cases  of  scabies  v/ith  53  contacts  treated  as  a result 
of  reinf estationi  All  except  24  of  the  cases  were  treated  in  their 
homes j the  24  exceptions  being  treated  at  the  centre  provided  for 
that  purpose  B As  couj.d  be  expected  a fairly  large  proportion  of 
these  cases  suffer  from  septic  skin  conditions  v/hich  has  to  be  dealt 
with  as  well  as  the  unri.er lying  scabies#  Several  cases  of 
verminous  heads  were  also  dealt  with  co-incident  with  scabies. 

With  few  exceptions  the  families  concerned  now  co-operate  with  the 
department  and  the  distrust  and  opposition  met  v/ith  in  the  earlier 
days  has  almost  disappeared. 

H e a 1 th  E duo  a t i on , 


The  .Tournal  "Better  Health"  was  circulated  to  various 
associations^  schools  otc»j,  in  the  district.  Suitable  leaflets 
OR  scabies,  diphtheria  immimisation^  venereal  diseases  etc.  v/ere 
used  as  opportunity  occurred. 


